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SUBJECT: UN RSTRUCTURING: ELABORATION OF U.S. POSITION FOR 
OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

REF: STATE 254820 

1. SUMMARY: THE MISSION HAD RECEIVED AN INFORMAL 
FRENCH COMMENT ON OUR TEXT REGARDING UN OPERATIONAL AC- 
TIVITIES. THE RESPONSE IS ESSENTIALLY NEGATIVE ON 

TRANSFER OF PARTS OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEPARTMENT (ESA) 
TO PROPOSED UN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (UNDA). THEY APPEAR 
WILLING TO GO ALONG WITH THE REST OF OUR PAPER AT THIS 
STAGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FRENCH COMMENT ON OUR TEXT (REFTEL) IS 
CONTAINED IN A LETTER. ITS PRINCIPAL POINTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
PARAGRAPH ONE NEEDS REVISION; THE PHRASE, "OPERATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES OF THE UN DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS," IS IMPRECISE AND, IN FACT, COVERS THREE SEPARATE 
AREAS WHICH REQUIRE SPECIFIC TREATMENT-EXECUTION 

OF THE REGULAR PROGRAM OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, EXECUTION 
OF UNDP PROJECTS CONCERNING ECONOMIC STUDIES, STATISTICS, 
POPULATION, AND NATURAL RESOURCES (FOR WHICH ESA HAS THE 
SOLE CAPABILITY WITHIN THE UN), AND TRUST FUND ACTIVITIES 
WHICH ESA HAS SPECIFICALLY BEEN ASKED TO UNDERTAKE; THE 
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FRENCH NOTE THAT THE OBVIOUS QUESTION POSED IS WHETHER 
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THE REGULAR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SHOULD HENCE- 
FORTH BE FINANCED BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

3. THE FRENCH SUGGEST THAT THE U.S. TEXT BE REVISED 
ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: THE LIST IN PARAGRAPH ONE 
WOULD END WITH "UN VOLUNTEERS". A FIRST NEW PARAGRAPH 
WOULD TREAT THE QUESTION OF THE TRANSFER OF THE REGULAR 
PROGRAM FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE; A SECOND NEW PARAGRAPH 
SHOULD DESCRIBE AT LENGTH THE SERVICES WHICH ESA WOULD 
TRANSFER TO UNDA. THIS PARAGRAPH SHOULD NOTE THAT, AT 
LEAST TEMPORARILY ESA WOULD STILL HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
TRUST FUNDS. AND THAT, IN ANY CASE, ESA WOULD REMAIN THE 
EXECUTING AGENT FOR UNDP PROJECTS IN THE FOUR AREAS MEN- 
TIONED EARLIER. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE BEEN INFORMALLY ADVISED THAT AT 
THE WORKING LEVEL OTHER EC-9 REPRESENTATIVES FOUND OUR 
PAPER TO BE AGOOD BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. FRENCH REAC- 
TION REPORTED ABOVE UNDOUBTEDLY R EFFECTS THEIR DESIRE NOT 
TO CHANGE EITHER THE MANDATE OR LEADERSHIP OF ESA. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, MORE SPECIFIC DISCUSSION BETWEEN DLEGATIONS 
HERE INCLUDING THE U.S. AND FRENCH) MAY AT LEAST HELP 

IN CLARIFYING THE EXTEND TO WHICH THE FRENCH POINTS MAY 
HAVE PRACTICAL VALIDITY. 
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